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Kasich Outlines Turnpike Plans, Says Asset 'Underutilized'
Gov. John Kasich looked to sell Ohio transportation officials on his plans for the Ohio Turnpike, asking for support and
promising not to move forward if the deal does not make sense.
Kasich and Jerry Wray, his director of the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), have been laying the groundwork for
a possible privatization of the turnpike for months, a move that has drawn opposition from northern Ohio officials and
Democrats.
On Tuesday, Kasich spoke about his administration's plans while addressing the Ohio Transportation Engineering
Conference in Columbus, saying that if the state has an "underutilized asset" like the turnpike, it should look to use it to
build a stronger state. He compared plans to his administration's recent efforts to sell five state prisons, saying if the deal
does not appear to be good for Ohio, then he will not go through with it.
"We don't know what we're going to do yet," Kasich said, listing possibilities such as a long-term lease or retaining control
and bonding against future revenues.
Proceeds from the effort would go to help Ohio's transportation infrastructure, the governor said. He promised a majority of
the proceeds would go to projects north of U.S. Route 30, although some funding would go to other projects in the state.
The governor also said that the state would use funding to address concerns from the community. He said communities
along the turnpike have been affected by it but the Ohio Turnpike Commission has a policy not to address those problems.
He said the state will not ignore those concerns under his plan.
"You want a sound wall? We're interested. You want a bridge fixed? We're interested," Kasich said.
A handout from ODOT also said proceeds would be used to create a dedicated bridge fund for local bridges to help clear
the red tape that local communities face for federal funds, and to fund local public transit agencies. Wray later told
reporters that they would focus on public transit programs in smaller communities because those have the hardest time
securing federal matching funds.
Kasich said he understands that people love the turnpike and are concerned about its fate. He asked whether the state
should utilize an asset to fix roads and bridges or let it sit and not get anything.
"Why don't we control our own destiny folks? We can't be afraid," the governor said.
He later told reporters that his administration wants to make a decision that will benefit Ohio, and said they will look for the
best deal for the state.
"This is not a matter of some ideological deal, this is about bringing resources to serious challenges we have in Ohio," he
said.
Meanwhile, the federal government is apparently ready to allow Ohio to use $1.5 million in federal money to hire a
consultant to help with a possible lease. Federal transportation officials originally approved of the use of federal State
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Planning and Research Program money, but withdrew it after Ohio's Democratic congressional delegation complained that it
was not within the spirit of the law. That action led to Ohio's Republican delegation, led by U.S. Rep. Steven LaTourette (RBainbridge), to complain about the Federal Highway Administration's quick action. (See The Hannah Report, 10/13/11.)
This week, the Federal Highway Administration said slight adjustments to the state's request to more accurately portray the
project would be enough for approval.
Wray said Tuesday that ODOT has reapplied and changed the focus of the request and is expecting approval from the
Federal Highway Administration. He also said ODOT is still in the process of picking a consultant and will soon be
conducting interviews and evaluations of the finalists.

SB5 Foes Widen Lead to 25 Points in Quinnipiac Poll; Kasich Numbers Sag
Quinnipiac University's latest poll Tuesday showed 57 percent of respondents in favor of repealing SB5 (Jones) via defeat of
Issue 2, expanding anti-SB5 forces' advantage to 25 points in the poll with two weeks to go until the election.
Meanwhile, Gov. John Kasich's job approval rating dipped a few points, with 52 percent disapproving of his performance
and 36 percent approving, compared to a 49-40 split in a previous poll.
Supporters of SB5 lost six points since a Sept. 27 Quinnipiac poll, dropping from 38 percent in favor of passing Issue 2 to
32 percent. Opponents saw the opposite trend, gaining six points from the 51 percent support for repeal in September.
"Public opinion in Ohio seems pretty clear at this point," said Peter Brown, assistant director of the Quinnipiac University
Polling Institute.
Every demographic group except Republicans broke in favor of repeal, according to the poll.
"You name it: by gender, by race, by education," said Brown.
Moreover, Republican voters lost more of their members to the anti-SB5 side than Democrats did to the pro-SB5 faction.
Thirty-two percent of Republican respondents favor repeal, versus just 13 percent of Democrats who want to keep SB5.
"That pretty much explains the overall number," said Brown. "You would expect that in a close race, both parties hold their
bases and they fight over independents. This one, Republicans have not been able to hold their base very well. They've
done very poorly cutting into Democrats for support, and independents are going massively for repealing SB5."
He said early-voting statistics and high turnout projections mean it's less likely the results will be as volatile as typical
referendum campaigns, which are generally less predictable.
Building a Better Ohio, the campaign group supporting Issue 2, responded to the poll Tuesday by differing with its
methodology.
"Polling that asks voters the question they will see on the ballot shows a much closer race. We continue to make progress
when the facts are compared side-by-side, but we're also facing the most deceptive and well-funded opponents of reform
you'll find anywhere in the country," said a statement from Jason Mauk, Building a Better Ohio's spokesman.
Brown responded that phone polling seeks to ask about issues as simply and concisely as possible, rather than duplicate
ballot language. He noted that Quinnipiac stopped polling on Issue 3, the proposed constitutional amendment seeking to
pre-empt federal health care law, because it was too complicated to craft simple polling questions about it.
"It's the same methodology we used last time. Ted Strickland took knocks at us during the campaign. He said we were
wrong; we turned out to be right," Brown said.
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Poll respondents sided with Building a Better Ohio when asked standalone questions on the aspects of SB5 the group
frequently stresses in its commercials -- requiring employee contributions of 15 percent and 10 percent for health care and
pensions, respectively. Sixty percent favor the health care requirement, while 57 support the pension requirement.
But, said Brown, voters apparently aren't closely associating those issues with Issue 2.
"I think I sat here a couple months ago and said if this election is about union rights, the governor is in trouble, if this
election is about contributions to pension and health care, he'd been in better shape," said Brown. "Well, it looks like this
election has been about union rights."
When asked about other provisions of the law, respondents favored merit pay but opposed a ban on public-employee
strikes, a ban on employees negotiating over their health care plans and the elimination of seniority as the sole factor for
determining layoffs.
According to the poll, 57 percent of respondents said limiting collective bargaining is not necessary to balance the state
budget.
Brown said he couldn't speculate as to the effect on the poll numbers of controversy surrounding Building a Better Ohio's
re-cutting of anti-SB5 ad footage, which made an elderly woman who'd originally spoken against SB5 appear to argue in
favor of it. (See The Hannah Report, 10/11/11, 10/12/11.)
"I think the better question is the relative tonnage of the ad buys since the last poll," he said.
Brown said Kasich's fortunes dropping along with SB5's is no surprise.
"This was the governor's chief legislative vehicle. It's hard to argue that this doesn't rub off on him to some degree. On the
other hand, if he's going to run for re-election, he's got three years. And that's forever," said Brown.
Speaking to reporters Tuesday after a speech to the Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference, Kasich said he would
keep pushing for Issue 2.
"We're going to keep working. We think this is the right thing to create an environment for cities to be able to be
successful. We're giving them the tools. We're making the case. We're going to make it all the way up to Election Day and
we'll see how it all comes out."
He said he isn't going to quit even though the issue is down so much, and will continue to explain what the issue means. "If
I'm in a golf game and I'm down six holes with seven to play, I try to play harder."
Fifty-five percent of respondents said they disapprove of how Kasich is handling the state budget, while 34 percent
approve; 52 percent saw the budget as unfair to people like them, while 32 percent though it was fair.
Tuesday's poll also asked respondents about the performance of U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), with 38 percent approving
of how he's doing his job, 26 percent disapproving and 36 percent undecided.

Dangerous Wild Animal Task Force Hears from Hanna, Lutz on Muskingum
Events
During the sixth meeting of the Dangerous Wild Animals (DWA) task force created by Gov. John Kasich, members
reconvened Monday to hear from Jack Hanna, director emeritus of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, and Muskingum
County Sheriff Matt Lutz, who was in charge of coordinating the efforts in Zanesville last week among public health and
safety officials and ODNR wildlife officials.
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The closed-door meeting was the first since the incident in Zanesville involving exotic animal owner Terry Thompson, who
released more than 50 wild dangerous animals, including lions, tigers and bears, before committing suicide. (See The
Hannah Report, 10/21/11.)
On Friday, to address the issue involving the state's authority in these kinds of matters, Gov. John Kasich signed an
executive order outlining actions that can be taken immediately until the task force can complete its report and submit
policy recommendations by Nov. 30. The group has already drafted suggestions for legislators to modify current law to
include requirements for an insurance policy, permitting and licensing requirements and enforcement powers of ODNR
wildlife officials.
According to Laura Jones, chief of communications for ODNR, the task force has no official power or policy-making
authority.
Jones released to Hannah News a draft copy of the outline of priority items the working group is considering on the subject,
and pointed out that DWA task force's working document is still evolving, and reflects neither the Kasich administration's
nor the department's position concerning proposed language dealing with potentially restricted animal species.
"It serves as a distillation of the work group's efforts over the course of the last several months; this document will change
with further review," Jones said, noting that any changes suggested during Monday's meeting also are not included.
"The dangerous wild animal task force is a group of stakeholders invited by the ODNR to give advice on this issue. The
group wasn't created by law, isn't required to meet or take any action, and has no official power or policymaking authority,"
Jones explained. "As this group isn't a public body, there's no legal difference between its meetings and any other the
director would hold with interested parties he invited to ODNR to share their thoughts with him on key issues."
According to the executive order, representatives of the task force include the Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(Columbus Zoo), the federal Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), Ohio and U.S. departments of agriculture,
Humane Society of the United States (Ohio Chapter), Knox County Prosecutor's Office, Ohio Association of Animal Owners,
Ohio Farm Bureau Federation, Ohio Veterinary Medical Association, U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance and the Zoo Association of
America.
Jones said ODNR issued a press release July 8 regarding the working group and its first meeting, including a statement that
the meetings were not open to the media. In an effort to still inform the public, a summary of minutes from the meetings
have been posted on the ODNR website.
During the Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference on Tuesday, Kasich told reporters that Hanna has told him that
there are legitimate breeders and said it is clear that they have to be qualified and certified.
"I want the group to work on this, but I have a really hard time understanding why someone ought to have a grizzly bear
on their private compound or lions, or Bengal tigers, I just don't get it. But it's a complicated issue. That's kind of my gut on
the whole thing," said Kasich. "I think we took a very good first step, and believe me, we had no authority. You can't just
put out an order and have nothing grounded in the law."

Faber, Eckert Cover Familiar Ground in Issue 2 Debate
Sen. Keith Faber (R-Celina) and former Democratic Congressman Dennis Eckert squared off in the first official debate
Tuesday on Issue 2, the ballot measure to uphold collective bargaining law SB5 (Jones).
Televised by NBC4 in Columbus and moderated by NBC Chief White House Correspondent Chuck Todd, the one-hour
debate was respectful in tone but occasionally terse as Eckert sought to cast the Issue 2 campaign of Building a Better Ohio
as an attack on hardworking public servants and a threat to Ohio taxpayers, while Faber characterized We Are Ohio
opposition to Issue 2 as emotional hyperbole.
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Eckert had won Monday's coin flip and spoke first. "Issue 2 is unsafe, and it's unfair, and it hurts us. Now it is time to stand
with our local heroes to ensure they have the tools to protect themselves, and our families," Eckert said, suggesting
collective bargaining changes would imperil first-responder safety equipment.
He countered the claim of Issue 2 supporters that collective bargaining reform will stop excessive public employee
compensation from forcing draconian layoffs of police, firefighters and teachers.
"Public employees did not create this problem. It was created by the avarice and greed of Wall Street," Eckert said, noting
Ohio public workers had already given up $1 billion in compensation and benefits in recent years. "Why weren't others,
including state officeholders, asked to sacrifice more?"
Faber, who noted his father is a retired highway patrolman and his mother a retired veterans' services nurse, responded to
Eckert's claims.
"This is not an attack on government workers. This is simply about a math problem," he said, arguing that the loss of
hundreds of thousands of private sector jobs in Ohio had made overly generous tax-supported benefits unsupportable.
"This has led to a system where we are continually faced with bad choices," Faber said: either layoffs or increased levies on
fewer taxpayers.
Eckert dismissed Faber's government belt-tightening argument, saying budget bill HB153 (Amstutz) had allowed some state
officials to increase their budgets while forcing local governments to cut their own.
"These are public officials. They contribute to our communities in ways that go way beyond a simple job," Eckert said.
"Public employees may represent only 7 percent of Ohioans, but they serve 100 percent of the people."
Faber said emotional appeals only distorted the real problem facing local governments.
"It's not good enough for the teachers and firefighters that are going to be laid off if this law is repealed. Every state
employee in the state, every legislator, already pays 15 percent for their health care," Faber noted, saying it's not too much
to ask if public employees also pay 10 percent of their pension costs.
"In Columbus, that would save the city $41 million," he said. "Most private sectors employees don't get a lifetime benefit
pension worth as much as $1 million."
Eckert attacked the "character" and financial backing of the Issue 2 campaign, which has run an ad with a grandmother
who had already appeared in commercials supporting the repeal of SB5.
Faber declined to apologize for the Building a Better Ohio ad.

Right to Life Board Member Files Complaint on Corporate Law
More dissent in the ranks at Ohio Right to Life surfaced this week, with Julie Busby, an Eaton resident and member of the
organization's board of trustees, filing a formal complaint with Attorney General Mike DeWine's office about the
organization's staff leadership.
In a statement, Busby claims the organization's executive director, Mike Gonidakis, hasn't provided her access to the books
and records of Ohio Right to Life, which she argues she's entitled to see under Ohio's nonprofit corporation law.
"In good conscience, I cannot stand silently by while the public is lead to believe that the leadership of Ohio Right to Life is
operating in a manner that effectively and ethically represents its members. Nor does it seem that I am able to exercise my
responsibilities to those members while being denied information relating to the operations and fiscal health of the
organization. As a result, I have filed a formal complaint with Attorney General Mike DeWine seeking resolution. The dollars
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donated to the Ohio Right to Life come from honest, hardworking families. It is critical that their sacrifice is used for the
mission of protecting life. We must restore accountability to the Ohio Right to Life immediately," Busby said in a statement.
Displeasure with Gonidakis was the cited reason for the recent resignation of another Right to Life board member, Mary
Clark, who alleged Gonidakis ignored urging from the board not to lobby against on HB125 (Wachtmann), the so-called
"heartbeat bill," which would ban abortion after a fetal heartbeat is detected. (See The Hannah Report, 10/18/11.)
Gonidakis has said he doesn't think the bill would withstand federal court challenges.
Supporters of HB125 recently formed their own statewide advocacy organization, Ohio ProLife Action, to push the bill's
passage. (See The Hannah Report, 10/12/11.)
Senate President Tom Niehaus (R-New Richmond) has cited the apparent split in the anti-abortion community as the reason
he's set up a small working group of senators to examine the legal issues surrounding HB125. He said he found the split
"distressing."

High Court Extends Execution Calendar into Fall 2013
The Ohio Supreme Court set execution dates for two more men Tuesday, extending its lethal injection calendar into fall
2013 for total of 13 scheduled executions.
A man who has been on Ohio Death Row for 26 years, 52-year-old Ronald Ray Post, was placed ahead of three inmates
already scheduled in 2013, drawing the first execution date of the year on Jan. 16.
He originally pled no contest to the aggravated robbery and murder of a Lorain County motel clerk in 1983, but Post now
says his lawyers gave ineffective counsel by recommending the plea in hopes the judge would spare his life.
The Supreme Court also scheduled 59-year-old Harry Mitts Jr. to die on Sept. 25, currently the furthest date on the state's
execution calendar.
Mitts, a Caucasian, was convicted in what prosecutors describe as the racially motivated murder of an African American
neighbor at a Garfield Heights apartment building, and the murder of Garfield Heights police Sgt. Dennis Glivar when he
and other officers responded to the scene. Two of Glivar's colleagues were also wounded.
After Post and before Mitts, three other men are also scheduled for execution in 2013: 47-year-old Fredrick Treesh of Lake
County (March 6), 44-year-old Steven Smith of Richland County (May 1), and 42-year-old Billy Slagle of Cuyahoga County
(Aug. 7).
Next year, a total of seven inmates are scheduled to die: 45-year-old Charles Lorraine of Trumbull County (Jan. 18), 62year-old Michael Webb of Clermont County (Feb. 22), 48-year-old Mark Wiles of Portage County (April 18), 52-year-old
Abdul Awkal of Cuyahoga County (June 6), 62-year-old John Eley of Mahoning County (July 26), 46-year-old Donald Palmer
of Belmont County (Sept. 20), and 37-year-old Brett Hartman of Summit County (Nov. 13).

Reece Proposes Single Certification for Minority Businesses
Rep. Alicia Reece (D-Cincinnati) said Tuesday that she will be introducing legislation to create a single statewide
certification for minority-owned businesses that can be utilized by state and local officials as well as businesses.
Reece said that in addition to Ohio's set-aside goals, many local governments have their own goals of contracting a certain
percentage of business to minority-owned businesses. She said that many of those local governments have a separate
certification process that adds layers of paperwork, duplication and confusion for business owners.
The bill will create a central location for the certification required for companies to bid on projects.
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"As we look at ways to cut red tape and remove barriers to doing business in Ohio, we must look at the multiple
certification processes. Minority businesses spend more time filling out certification paperwork than getting business and
creating jobs," she said in a statement.
She said she will introduce her bill in early November.

NGA Advises Governors on Common Core Academic Standards
The National Governors Association (NGA) is looking to advise state leaders on how to implement Common Core Standards
for K-12 education, issuing a 36-page report Tuesday, "How Governors Can Lead Effective Implementation of the Common
Core State Standards."
NGA said governors, state superintendents, business leaders and college faculty have grown increasingly concerned over
the college- and career-readiness of students in the U.S. "To address that concern, NGA and the Council of Chief State
School Officers embarked on an historic, state-led effort to create a Common Core of academic standards in Englishlanguage arts and mathematics for grades K-12."
The standards are based on research and evidence, informed by top-performing countries and states, and aligned with
college and workforce expectations, NGA said.
"The development and widespread adoption by states of the Common Core State Standards is an historic milestone in
American education," Dane Linn, director of the NGA Center for Best Practice's Education Division, said in a statement.
She noted that governors' authority over education policy varies from state to state. The following, however, is a baseline
for all governors of states adopting Common Core standards, said Linn:
-

Communicate a vision for reform.
Identify performance goals and measure progress.
Engage key leaders from education, business and philanthropy.
Build educator capacity.
Lead transitions in state assessments and accountability policy.
Support local development and acquisition of new curricula and materials.
Maximize resources and share costs.

"What is the governor's education goal(s)? How do the CCSS help reach the goal(s)?" NGA asked as part of a series of
diagnostic questions. "To what extent has the governor framed the implementation of Common Core State Standards as a
workforce, equity and/or international competitiveness issue?"
Other questions were similar. "What role can the governor play in establishing and improving linkages between data
systems, from early childhood through workforce?
"What funding does the state need to provide to support the transition to more rigorous educator evaluation systems that
include the Common Core State Standards?
"How can the governor push for placing a greater emphasis on measuring the effect of professional development on
student learning and using that information to improve the quality of professional development offered to educators?
"To what extent has the governor engaged with public postsecondary institutions to secure a commitment for using a
common college- and career-readiness benchmark?
"What role can the governor play in ensuring that school districts have funding to address the needs of 12th grade students
who are not college-and career-ready? What role should higher education play in this effort?
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"How can the governor use his/her budget authority to direct the development or adoption of high quality, aligned,
curricular and instructional materials?"
"What services can be consolidated by the state (e.g., purchasing) to free up resources for implementation? How can the
governor, through policy or budget authority, create incentives for districts to share or consolidate services?"
NGA commended a number of states for their progress in adopting Common Core Standards - California, Maryland,
Tennessee, North Dakota, New York, Illinois, Massachusetts, North Carolina and Colorado, the latter five having formed a
multi-state consortium for the development of Common Core-ready instructional materials.
NGA recommended that governors and state superintendents form broad stakeholder groups to oversee and evaluate
implementation of the Common Core; reallocate resources to implement new evaluation systems for teachers and
administrators; create incentives for cross-district and/or statewide cost sharing; secure additional resources from
philanthropy and business; and be candid with the public about the smaller number of students deemed college- and
career-ready during the transition to the Common Core.
"Ultimately, each governor will play a different role in the state they lead relative to implementation; however, in concert
with other system actors, the success of the implementation effort will depend largely on three things: ability to articulate a
vision for implementation; providing opportunities for innovation through state policy; willingness to support innovation
relative to financing implementation," the report said.
Ohio has committed to the Common Core, though Gov. John Kasich announced earlier this year that he would be
withdrawing from NGA. He said the $176,000 annual membership fee was an unjustified expense in light of tight state
revenues.
The National Association of State Boards of Education will be joining the Council of Chief State School Officers and NGA to
implement the Common Core by developing a long-term governance structure with leadership from governors, state
superintendents and other policymakers.
The complete report, "Realizing the Potential: How Governors Can Lead Effective Implementation of the Common Core
State Standards," can be found at www.nga.org/files/live/sites/NGA/files/pdf/1110CCSSIIMPLEMENTATIONGUIDE.PDF.

Duke Energy Files Settlement Agreement on Electric Security Plan
Duke Energy Ohio (Duke) reached a settlement agreement late Monday with most of the intervening parties involved with
its application for an Electric Security Plan (ESP) originally filed with the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) on June
20. The agreement, which is subject to approval by the PUCO, covers the company's generation service from Jan. 1, 2012
through May 31, 2015.
"The support of intervening parties has been instrumental in reaching an agreement that balances the needs of our
customers with other key stakeholders," said Julie Janson, president of Duke Energy Ohio. "This agreement, if approved by
the commission, provides Duke Energy Ohio customers the opportunity to take advantage of today's low market rates and
allows the company to focus on the long-term competitiveness of its generation assets in Ohio."
A Duke residential customer who uses on average 1,000 kWh a month will see an approximately 11 percent rate reduction
in their bill, or roughly $14 per month, starting Jan.1, 2012.
Other key terms of the settlement include:
- A competitive auction process to determine customer rates
- A non-bypassable stability charge provided to the utility from 2012 to 2014
- Duke Energy Ohio must transfer its generating assets to an affiliate by Dec. 31, 2014, to encourage competition
- Duke Energy Ohio can continue supporting economic growth and job creation within its service territory
- Funding for low income families to support weatherization programs and fuel fund assistance.
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The parties recommend PUCO approve the settlement on or before Nov. 15, 2011, so auctions can be conducted in order to
serve Duke Energy Ohio's native load effective Jan.1, 2012.
Matthew Butler, spokesperson for the PUCO, told Hannah News that from here, interveners must file testimony by Oct. 26
and PUCO staff by Oct. 28. An evidentiary hearing will begin on Nov. 3, and a decision from the commission can be
expected soon thereafter, however, the exact timeline has not yet been formally set.
The Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC), a long-time supporter of competitive auctions and supporter of the
agreement, said lower prices for electric generation service will be the result of multiple auctions through 2015 under the
ESP.
"Auctions in certain other parts of Ohio have lowered the prices that consumers pay for electricity," Interim Consumers'
Counsel Bruce Weston said. "This settlement should bring rate relief to Duke customers who have been paying some of the
highest electricity rates in the state during the last couple years."
Weston also pointed out that the agreement filed Monday is much different than the original proposal Duke introduced in
June. In that proposal, Duke sought to price electricity for nearly 10 years. Duke's original proposal also included several
other elements, such as developing a charge that would allow the utility to collect electricity delivery costs without the same
level of regulatory scrutiny traditionally given to such charges, according to the OCC.
Also signing on in support of the agreement was FirstEnergy Solutions, a subsidiary of FirstEnergy Corp. "Duke Energy
Ohio's plan is a win for customers. Healthy competition in Ohio's electricity market encourages economic development,
business investment and the creation of new jobs in our state. As we have seen in other industries, competition drives
innovation and efficiency and helps keep customers' costs as low as possible," said Donald Schneider, president of
FirstEnergy Solutions, in a statement.
The proposal also provides for a 5 percent discount for Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP) low-income assistance
customers.
Under the settlement, Duke Energy Ohio will conduct market-based generation supply auctions beginning in December
2011 to serve customers who do not shop and continue to receive generation service from the utility. Capacity also will be
available to all customers in the Duke Energy Ohio service territory at market-based pricing on a nondiscriminatory basis.
The agreement was also supported by more than 25 stakeholders as part of COMPETE Coalition, which includes customers
and customer groups, competitive retail and wholesale suppliers, environmental organizations and others.
"The settlement negotiated by more than 25 parties to the Duke Energy Ohio rate case supports competition, preserves
customer choice and will ultimately increase opportunities for cost savings," said Bill Massey, counsel to the COMPETE
Coalition. "That's great news for business and residential electricity customers in Ohio."
The coalition believes once the agreement is approved by the PUCO, the settlement will help sustain and expand a robust
electricity marketplace in Duke Energy Ohio's service territory, where more than two-thirds of the total electricity used is
now provided by competitive suppliers.
"Thousands of customers throughout the Duke Energy Ohio service territory already are taking advantage of the
opportunity to save on their electric bills by actively shopping and choosing their electric supplier," said Massey. "The
proposed settlement will help ensure that the benefits of competition enjoyed by customers in recent years are expanded
even further."
Massey also said that the Duke agreement also supports Ohio's economic growth and job creation goals.
"Competition drives innovation and keeps customers' energy costs as low as possible, making Ohio more attractive to
businesses seeking to grow and improving Ohio's competitiveness in the national and world economies," said Massey. "The
Duke Energy Ohio settlement will help sustain the kind of vibrant, competitive electricity market that spurs business
investment, economic development and job creation."
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A member of the COMPETE Coalition, the Exelon Corporation, released its own statement:
"Exelon supports the Duke Energy Ohio settlement, which would provide for a speedy transition to a fully competitive
electricity marketplace and expand the benefits of competition and customer choices in Ohio. It would allow Exelon and
others to grow our Ohio operations and create a level playing field for companies to compete to serve customers and invest
in Ohio."

Yost, Productivity Expert Lead Forum on Local Government Efficiency
A public-private partnership of state and local officials and nonprofit stakeholders convened this week to explore new
opportunities for increased productivity and cost savings in public education and local government.
Led by the Fordham Institute, Ohio Grantmakers Forum and The Nord Family Foundation, Monday's forum featured
presentations by state Auditor David Yost and Ohio Controlling Board President Randy Cole, as well as former Department
of Administrative Services Director Hugh Quill and Harvard-educated C. Jackson Grayson, an expert in productivity and
efficiency.
Grayson, a former Harvard professor who runs the nonprofit American Productivity & Quality Center in Houston, said
productivity and efficiency are one and the same. He commended some of the initiatives of the Obama administration and
the U.S. Department of Education, but said they are overlooking this critical point.
"I like Arne Duncan," he said of the education secretary, a man he has met with a number of times. "I have not heard him
use the word efficiency once."
Grayson said public education and other government institutions have often defined productivity strictly in terms of
outcomes without considering the processes that create them.
"You cannot improve results by looking at results. You have to look at processes," Grayson said. "Whether you are the CEO
or the custodian who cleans the toilet, you have a process, and you can improve it."
He pointed specifically to the focus of No Child Left Behind (NCLB) on proficiency and testing.
"The problem with NCLB is it took the pendulum from where it was, which is all process, and moved it over to the other
side, which is all outcome," he said of a classroom shift from input-based concepts to pure test scores. "They forgot to get
the inputs and the outcomes to come together through processes."
Grayson said school districts and other public entities must learn the lesson which the business world began to recognize
years ago: Different institutional functions, whether accounting, IT, marketing and the like, must begin to work together
and eliminate duplicative processes rather than continuing to operate in "silos."
He said the lesson of process efficiency is one Americans ignore at their peril. "We are in a competitive race with a foreign
competitor -- China. Look at their test scores, look at their costs," he said, also noting the rise of India. "Their economies
are booming. ... Education is one of the most powerful ways to stop the decline and put our people back to work."
Invited by Quill, now principle of consulting firm Public Performance Partners, Yost said the skinnyohio.org website he rolled
out in May is committed to increased productivity in public operations.
He promised a new feature to be launched in several weeks: the comprehensive posting of state performance audits on
various government agencies.
"One thing every government executive worries about it, 'Is my agency right-sized?'" he said, suggesting, as Grayson had,
that downsizing does not necessarily achieve needed productivity gains. "It's not always about staff reductions. What about
the cost of labor?"
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Yet he acknowledged even that may not be enough. "You've improved management, you've cut costs, and you find there is
still not enough money," he observed, saying shared services holds real promise for local taxpayers.
"We have more local government than we need," Yost said, at the same time acknowledging local control. We are trying to
encourage local decision-making on a voluntary basis."
He noted one Ohio village whose government provided little more than street lights.
"They have a local income tax, a village major, and a clerk."

Campaign Corner
Romney Visits Ohio, Picks Up Endorsements
Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney picked up some endorsements in Ohio during a visit to a Cincinnati-area phone
bank Tuesday, where Republican volunteers were making calls encouraging "yes" votes on Issue 2, the SB5 (Jones)
referendum, and Issue 3, the Health Care Freedom Amendment.
According to reports, Romney spent 45 minutes speaking with the volunteers at the Terrace Park Republican phone bank,
but did not endorse either of the issues, saying he just hopes for Ohio's support in the presidential race.
Romney also picked up endorsements from Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine and U.S. Rep. Jim Rennaci (R-Wadsworth).
Ohio Democratic Party Chairman Chris Redfern later held a conference call with reporters calling Romney "a serial flipflopper" and suggested that Romney changed his mind about supporting Issue 2 after seeing it down in a Quinnipiac Poll
Tuesday morning.
"Romney went out of his way to come to Ohio to campaign for Issue 2," Redfern said, calling the former governor
"hypocritical."
Redfern also criticized Romney's opposition to President Barack Obama's decision to bail out the automobile industry.
Coughlin Files Paperwork to End U.S. Senate Campaign
Former state Sen. Kevin Coughlin has withdrawn from the race for U.S. Senate after his campaign committee filed a
termination notice with the Federal Elections Commission this month.
The notice is required for candidates who no longer will file campaign finance reports with the commission. Sharon C.
Hershey, treasurer for Coughlin's campaign committee, Team Coughlin, filed the report Oct. 14.
Coughlin was seeking the Republican nomination to challenge U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) in 2012, but had fallen
behind in fundraising to Treasurer Josh Mandel, who reported $3.25 million in his campaign account to the FEC.

People in the News
Hovis Elected to NASBE Post
State Board of Education member Rob Hovis has been elected treasurer of the National Association of State Boards of
Education's (NASBE) Board of Directors. He begins an official two-year term in January 2012, having assumed the role in an
acting capacity after his predecessor retired.
"Rob Hovis is a vital member of our board and his combined experience as an educator and in finance provides our board
with an invaluable resource," NASBE Executive Director Brenda Welburn said in a statement. "He and the rest of our board
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provide their fellow policymakers from across the country the support and diversity of opinion so critical to finding solutions
to the educational needs of American students in the 21st century."
He was named to the position this month.
A Millersburg resident, Hovis was appointed to the state board in 2004 and elected to a full term in 2008, serving
temporarily as board president this year before a second election was held elevating President Debe Terhar. (See The
Hannah Report, 3/15/11.)
He has represented the state board on NASBE's financial literacy and career-technical study groups and on NASBE's
committees for Finance and Audit and Governmental Affairs.
The continued participation of the state board in NASBE was thrown into question at this month's board meeting when
member Todd C. Jones introduced a resolution for Ohio to pull out of the national organization, where membership fees run
$40,000, along with travel expenses. Jones and state Superintendent Stan Heffner said the money could be used for
staffing needs at the Ohio Department of Education. A number of board members opposed the idea, and after Jones'
resolution was amended to delay action until the November meeting, allowing for further study, he voluntarily withdrew the
proposal.
Sen. Burke, Rep. Boyd Get Children Services Award
The Public Children Services Association of Ohio said it named Sen. Dave Burke (R-Marysville) and Rep. Barbara Boyd (DCleveland) its Outstanding Legislators of the Year at its recent conference.
The annual event, which featured 30 workshops and three dozen exhibitors, drew 400 child welfare professionals from
across the state. Sponsors included CareSource, Children's Hospital Association of Ohio, Buckeye Ranch, CGI, Ohio Child
Welfare Training Program and Starr Columbus.
Burke was recognized for his work on child welfare issues in the budget as then-chairman of the House Finance and
Appropriations Health and Human Services Subcommittee, prior to his appointment to the Senate.
Boyd was recognized for fighting on behalf of child welfare initiatives while herself facing medical problems that kept her at
home during much of the budget debate.
Others winning awards for child advocacy included the following:
- Akron Beacon Journal columnist Jewell Cardwell, Outstanding Journalist of the Year;
- Casey Family Programs, Outstanding Child Advocate of the Year;
- Gayle Channing Tenenbaum, the Dan Schneider Leadership in Training Award from the Ohio Child Welfare Training
Program;
- Nancy Phares of Lorain County Children Services, Outstanding Child Protection Support Staff of the Year;
- Julie Kyer of Erie County Department of Job and Family Services, Outstanding Child Protection Worker of the Year;
- Emily Green of Franklin County Children Services, Outstanding Child Protection Supervisor of the Year.

Ohio Digest
Rock Ohio Caesars Says It's Exceeding Construction Inclusion Goals
Rock Ohio Ceasars (ROC), the owner and developer of casinos in downtown Cleveland and Cincinnati, announced that
project construction for the initial nine months has awarded more than 41 percent of contracts to minority- and womenowned businesses. Those contracts total more than $65 million to companies with Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) or
Women Business Enterprises (WBE) certifications.
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"The concept of an urban casino involves contracting urban-based businesses, including women and minorities. We are
committed to hiring firms that reflect Cleveland's and Cincinnati's rich and diverse environment," said Jeff Cohen, principal
of Rock Gaming. "A key element of our urban casino philosophy is that local economic development benefits from these
casinos starts long before the doors open.
According to ROC, ongoing renovations inside the historic Higbee Building, where the first phase of the Horseshoe Casino
Cleveland is being developed, have generated contracts valued at $75 million, with 49 percent awarded to MBE and WBE
companies primarily in the Cleveland area. The total Phase I casino construction spending in Cleveland is estimated at $107
million. Horseshoe Cleveland is expected to open in March 2012.
In Cincinnati, ROC has awarded contracts valued at $82 million, with more than 35 percent awarded to MBE and WBE
certified companies. ROC anticipates total construction spending of $150 million to complete the facility for its spring 2013
opening.
"Achieving an inclusive construction project starts at the top," said Steve Rosenthal, also a principal of Rock Gaming. ROC
established a voluntary MBE/WBE inclusion goal of 20 percent for each construction project, and contracted with local
diversity consultants in each city to assist with outreach, training and monitoring to achieve that goal.
Cleveland-based Minority Business Solutions and the Greater Cleveland Partnership Commission on Economic Inclusion, as
well as the Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky African-American Chamber, have assisted ROC.
Rosenthal said that the diversity consultants worked with construction managers Whiting-Turner in Cleveland, and MesserPendelton in Cincinnati, to conduct outreach events for local sub-contractors and established inclusion requirements for all
bids. They also worked together to reduce the size of some bids to allow smaller companies to compete and build capacity
for future work.

Executive Actions
Governor's Appointments
- Jean M. Halpin of Westerville (Franklin Co.) and Lynn Marie Busdeker of Tiffin (Seneca Co.) appointed to the Ohio
Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy and Athletic Trainers Board for terms beginning Oct. 24, 2011 and ending Aug. 27,
2014.
- Stacey R. Atherton of Mount Vernon (Knox Co.), Leon D. Weaver, DVM of Montpelier (Williams Co.), Bobby D. Moser,
Ph.D., of Dublin (Franklin Co.), and Lisa Hamler-Fugitt of Reynoldsburg (Franklin Co.) reappointed to the Ohio Livestock
Care Standards Board for terms beginning Oct. 25, 2011 and ending Jan. 25, 2014.

The House adjourned until Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2011 at 9 a.m. (Nonvoting Session)
The Senate adjourned until Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. (Nonvoting Session)
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